A brief virtual tour through some 

Web Based Materials 

on

Research Methods: Data Collection

Your dissertation, thesis or research report will require an outline of the methods you will use and justification for using them. This will usually be a detailed description of the methods, the tools that you use, including for example the questions asked in the interview. The justification can be based upon references to the literature, and to examples of research using the same or similar methods as you.

	Surveys usually use questionnaires
	
	

	Questionnaire Design
	http://www.cc.gatech.edu/classes/cs6751_97_winter/Topics/quest-design/

	This is an interesting web site describing some of the characteristics, and the topics to consider when writing your account of the methodology, and justification

	NHS
	http://www.ukmi.nhs.uk/Research/ResSkillsQDesign.asp

	This NHS site has good layout and covers similar ground. You might like to search for more information regarding semantic differentials, Likert scales and so on, particularly as a means of identifying attitudes and beliefs.

	Leeds (Burgess)

Questionnaire Design

	http://www.leeds.ac.uk/iss/documentation/top/top2/

	This Leeds site is a comprehensive guide to the design of questionnaires.

You should follow the instructions. Explain what you are doing in your account of your methods and justify it by quoting references like these.

	This example from the Carter Mcnamara and the Free management Library
	http://www.mapnp.org/library/evaluatn/questnrs.htm

	This site is another good source of examples and information.

	Statpac
	http://www.statpac.com/surveys/

	Statpac provide a useful and well laid out resource, which is fairly comprehensive.

	Rojas and Serpa
	http://www.pitt.edu/~super1/lecture/lec0971/

	An online lecture on questionnaire design. Funky.

	Interviews
	
	

	Murray
	http://www.med.mun.ca/chps/Murray/Presentations%20-%20Winter2001/Interviews/sld001.htm

	Interviews are similar to questionnaires!!!!

Have you thought of that before?

Well question design implications are sometimes similar but there are some differences in this ‘live survey. This site covers some of the main ground in a slide presentations.

Again use the advice to structure your description of what you did and justification for doing it that way. (And reference this work, and others to support your case)

You may have to adapt the ideas from the health context that Murray works in.

	Conducting Field Research
	http://www.writersatwork.us/waw/research/fieldresearch/interviews/questions.htm

	This develops the interactive nature of questioning live that is not possible with surveys. You can exploit the follow up,

	Tips for Effective Interviewers
	http://www.dinf.ne.jp/doc/english/asia/resource/apdrj/z13fm0300/z13fm0313.html

	Some good tips here.

	Interviewing in Qualitative Research
	http://www.msu.edu/course/sw/832/units/04qua/1qin00.htm

	 Another slide show.

	Lewis- Action Research Electronic Reader
	http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/arr/arow/rlewis.html

	Focus group interviews are reviewed by Lewis, in the area of Health Science.

	Henthorne
	http://www.berea.edu/library/BIEVAL/Focus-Group.html

	This is an actual example of a piece of research using focus group interviews. As such it can be quoted in your justification of the methodology.

 Of course, if you use other methods you need to find your own examples to quote!!

	Classroom Observation
	
	

	Classroom Observation Tool
	http://www.hamptonu.edu/onlineresources/forms/faculty/Classroom_Observation.pdf
	This is one format for a recording device for Observing Classrooms. Of course your own can be developed depending upon what you wish to focus upon. It is a PDF

	Template for ICT
	http://www.sun-associates.com/eval/clsobsv.html

	Here is another template. This is for ICT

	Template for Literacy
	http://www.sandfordfirst.dorset.sch.uk/school_improvement.htm

	This template is for Literacy monitoring. Again You should adapt them.

	Template for Literacy 2
	http://instech.tusd.k12.az.us/balancedlit/handbook/blclassobserv.htm

	This one has a set of criteria. Of course the criteria have to be correct/accurate/observable etc to be any good in research terms. Different observers might need to be trained and tested to observe and record in the same way.

	
	
	Theoretical analysis and justifications of observation techniques appear to be less widespread on the web.

There are many issues, as there are with interviews and surveys.

	Alun Rees- Segmenting Classroom Activities
	http://www.aston.ac.uk/lss/research/prodd/TDTR92/tdtrar.jsp

	This is one analysis of methods but quickly describe another version of observation as research.

	Gabrielatos
	http://www.gabrielatos.com/Observations.htm

	This is a brief account of some of the issues especially the influence of the observer in changing reality.

	SCRC Shadow Study
	http://www.scre.ac.uk/spotlight/spotlight16.html

	This SCRC study is long lived but still very good.

	Wynne Harlen
	http://www.scre.ac.uk/rie/nl60/nl60harlen.html

	This account by Harlen is an example of a piece of research using observation. You can use it to support your justification for using this methodology.

	
	
	

	Research Diary
	
	

	Diary
	http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/arr/arow/rdiary.html
	Keeping a research diary or journal can be used as a method of data collection to supplement others. This site gives some useful hints.

	Diary PDF
	http://library.umd.umich.edu/research/guides/research_diary.pdf.
	Further advice is here in a PDF document.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


