Dissertation and Action Enquiry Update

November 3rd
Update 3

Well done those that managed to get the plan in by the Nov 2nd deadline. You have passed the first hurdle. This is the start and it will become easier once we crack the plan.

It helps if you name your file. (I have 40 files marked “Research Plan”!) SmithResearchplan would work.

Name in the header also works a treat if pages go missing. Page numbers help too.

Just some tips 

1. Reading the guidance material helps. No it’s expected

2. It suggests “A critical evaluation of as a typical stem.

3. Focus

It really helps if you are clear and consistent and do not put in different ideas in different parts.

For Leadership and change people

We don’t much care what you are changing. You said your study is on leadership and change strategies and what happens. It’s not about the nature of the change itself.

Evaluation people

Use Stakes matrix and see if intensions match actual/observed

Look at aims, processes and outcomes for both.

4. Rationale

Please remember this is research- not just practice. The rationale may include practice reasons but there are research reasons. You must act as a researcher.

5 Literature

You are not expected to know this by now. However, the guidance does say use Google. We shall explore the literature review shortly and suggest readings. Help yourself by having search words for your project.

6. Methods

There is nothing like specifics. ( How many interviews and how long?)

Methodology: You need to know about different types of methodology. Action research is specific. Most of you are evaluating something (which we hope is justifiable professional practice) Most are doing case studies.

6. Try to comment on your module conversation only. Popping up in both action enquiry and dissertation and in other modules can help confuse and create work. You are either action enquiry (at   http://midwhebonline.org.uk/research/ae-sept09)or dissertation. (at http://midwhebonline.org.uk/research/dissertationsept09)

7 Research questions

Research questions have to be researchable by fieldwork/ empirical work. They are not the questions you can answer by reading a good book.

Research questions need sorting into types, priorities, and hierarchies. There are primary questions and secondary ones.

8 Practice and Research

You really must act as a genuine researcher. Stand outside of just being a practitioner. This must not just turn out to compliment practice for being so good. This is an enquiry.
What next

Press on

Speak to your supervisor but don’t use all your time up now.

Expect to refine your ideas- That is part of the process. 

Sharpen now to good effect later (and less likely to have woolly nonsense come out at the end)

Complete your introduction/context/needs analysis sections.

New Books

Case Study Research Helen Simons 2009-11-03 Sage London

Good book for most teachers who do case studies. Excellent chapter 4 on professional Autobiography Page 44 Interviews as conversation is good.

Doing and Writing Action Research. McNiff and Whitehead (2009)

Worth a read if you are really doing action research. Sage London

