A suggested structure for your dissertation

Abstract (200 words maximum)

· What your research set out to do

· The methods employed

· What conclusions were reached

Introduction (1,000 words)

· Aims/ objectives/ hypotheses / rationale

· Context of you as a researcher – why are you doing this piece of work?  

· Why is it of interest to you?

· What do you hope to learn from it?

· School context supported by data (e.g. PANDA or Ofsted)

Literature Review (6,000 words)

· This section should be an answer to your research question

· Who says what about your area/s of research?  Do you agree with them?

· This isn’t covered in the literature / or is missing

· In my experience… this happens

· You can isolate and identify the key concepts – use a mind-map or diagram to show this, then redo the diagram at the end of your research to show how you have developed your understanding (supported by data)*

Methodology and methods (6,000 words)

· What kind of research will you be undertaking, e.g. case study, action research project, evaluative study and why?

· Will you be collecting quantitative or qualitative data or both and why?

· What methods of data collection will you use and why?

· Triangulation of data

· Reliability of data

· Validity of data

· Ethical considerations

· How do you plan to analyse your data and why?

Evidence, analysis and discussion (6,000 words)

Describe the data

Analyse what it (might) means

Discussion around what’s new in what you found out

Highlight new factors/issues to consider in future

Impact and way forward (1,000 words)

What new insights have you developed about the topic?(See * above)

What difference has this research made to you as a person, as a teacher?

What difference has this research made on your class or year team or department?

What difference has this research made on your school?

What do you intend to do next as a consequence of your research?

